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Introduction. Cervical Squamous Cell Carcinoma (CSCC) is a significant health issue 
and results in high mortality when it metastasizes or recurs after primary local 
treatment, thus requiring new molecular classification models directed toward 
precision therapies. Genes involved in the PI3K signaling pathway, such as PIK3CA, 
represent a prospective target and biomarker for targeted treatment. The PIK3CA 
protein, which belongs to the PI3K family, is involved in many cellular functions and is 
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often overactive in cancer cells, leading to uncontrolled proliferation of cancer cells. 
Research aim. The study aimed to determine the prevalence of mutations in the 
PIK3CA gene in a cohort of CSCC patients from the Republic of Moldova. Materials 
and Methods. Ninety-two freshly collected tumor tissue samples from patients 
primarily diagnosed with CSCC were analysed. DNA was isolated using the GeneJET 
Genomic DNA Purification Kit and the PureLink Genomic DNA Mini Kit and 
subsequently tested for three mutations in the PIK3CA gene: c.1624G>A, c.1633G>A, 
and c.3140A>G by the castPCR method. Results. The prevalence of PIK3CA mutations 
in our study group was 29.35% (27/92), of which 27.17% (25/92) were positive for a 
single mutation, but 2.17% (2/92) showed double mutations. Among these, 17.39% of 
patients were positive for the c.1624G>A mutation, 9.78% for the c.1633G>A 
mutation, and 2.17% for the c.3140A>G mutation. Conclusion. The tested prevalence 
of the PIK3CA mutations was 29.35%. Testing revealed that 25 patients were positive 
for a single mutation, and two tested positive for a double mutation. Since many 
patients have these mutations, there is a chance that CSCC patients from the Republic 
of Moldova will benefit from the development of anti-PI3K targeted therapy. 
Keywords: cervical squamous cell carcinoma, mutation, PIK3CA. 
 
References: 
1. Weinstein JN, Collisson EA, Mills GB, et al (2013) The cancer genome atlas pan-
cancer analysis project. Nat Genet 45:1113–1120. https://doi.org/10.1038/ng.2764 
2. Fontham ETH, Wolf AMD, Church TR, et al (2020) Cervical cancer screening for 
individuals at average risk: 2020 guideline update from the American Cancer Society. 
CA Cancer J Clin 70:321–346. https://doi.org/10.3322/caac.21628 
 
Corresponding author: Cristina Popa 
Institute of Oncology, Scientific Laboratory of Cancer Biology, 30 Nicolae Testemitanu 
street, Chisinau, Republic of Moldova 
e-mail: cristina.popa18@yahoo.com 
ORCID: 0000-0001-7734-9997 
 
 

PS7 
MIXED METAL OXIDE BASED GAS SENSOR 

Rajat Nagpal 
Technical University of Moldova, Department of Microelectronics and Biomedical 

Engineering, Center for Nanotechnology and Nanosensors,  
Stefan cel Mare Av.,168, Chisinau, Moldova 

Metal oxide based gas sensors are continuously being evolved with new technologies 
for the development of sensing industry [1]. Biomarker detection through exhaled 
breath is one of the most developing non-invasive technique in diagnostic industry. 
There are lot of technologies being used for VOCs testing like gas chromatography, 
mass spectrometry [2], which are non-portable and pretty expensive. Metal oxide 


