
 

 
CONFERINŢA ŞTIINŢIFICĂ INTERNAŢIONALĂ 

TRADIŢII. TEHNOLOGII. SIMBOLURI, ediția întâi 

 

 

180 
 

FASHION PHOTOGRAPHY AS A TOOL FOR PRESERVING 
CULTURAL HERITAGE AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE: 

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 
 

HRYTSAI Sofia
1
, SLITYUK Olena

2
 

1,2Department of Multimedia Design,  
Kyiv National University of Technologies and Design, Ukraine 

 

 
Abstract: This article explores how fashion photography can be used to express and 
preserve cultural heritage. It provides examples of using cultural motifs in fashion 
photography to create a visual dialogue between the past and present and preserve 
traditional techniques and designs. There are possible disadvantages of cultural 
appropriation and the importance of respecting cultural values and context are 
described. The authors point out that fashion photography can be a powerful tool to 
promote cultural interaction, understanding, and preservation of cultural heritage in 
the context of globalization and standardization. There is the role of modern 
technology in fashion photography is discussed in this study. It is noted that 
technological advancements allow for higher quality photos and more convenient 
use, also digital photography can be preserved for a long time and protected from 
damage and wear. Archiving photographs allows preserving heritage for future 
generations. Contemporary fashion photography can use cultural heritage to reflect 
current cultural and societal trends, including gender equality and diversity. It is 
emphasized that the potential of fashionable photography lies not only in creating 
beautiful images, but also in supporting cultural exchange, understanding, and 
preservation of cultural heritage. Using modern technologies, fashionable 
photography can serve as a powerful tool for preserving and transmitting cultural 
traditions to future generations, while reflecting changing trends in culture and 
society, in case the cultural values and context are followed. 
 
Key words: fashion photography, cultural heritage, visual language, national identity, 
photo industry.  

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Fashion photography is a powerful tool for cultural expression and 

heritage preservation. As a component of the cultural industry, fashion 
photography can be used to capture and showcase unique cultural and 
national identities, history, and cultural heritage. The relevance of this study 
lies in the fact that society is becoming increasingly multicultural and 
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globalized, leading to the need to preserve cultural heritage and promote 
cultural exchange.  

Nowadays, with the development of technology and the availability of 
digital photography and editing tools, fashion photography has become one 
of the most relevant and popular fields in the photography industry. Aside 
from the aesthetic component and commercial potential, fashion 
photography has other important aspects and opportunities. 

 
2. THE ANALYSIS OF RECENT RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

 
Fashion photography is a relatively under-researched field at present. 

Most theoretical works on fashion photography are more like philosophical 
essays than full-fledged scientific research. The most famous works [2, 3] do 
not reveal all the problems of the history of fashion photography and do not 
practically touch upon the issues of using fashion photography as a means 
of expressing and preserving cultural heritage. Thus, there are currently no 
special studies on the problems of using fashion photography as a key 
means of recording and demonstrating unique cultural and national identity. 
Also, beyond the scope of research are issues related to the use of cultural 
motifs in fashion photography, unaddressed concerns of cultural 
appropriation, and the importance of respecting cultural values and context. 

The aim of this work is to investigate the features of visual representation 
of cultural heritage in contemporary fashion photography. 

Research results. Motifs of cultural heritage have always been popular 
in fashion photography and have been used to give the photograph a special 
mood and style. In the past, fashion photography typically used motifs 
associated with traditional clothing, footwear, jewellery, and other cultural 
elements from various cultures. For example, in the 1920s, fashion 
photography often used motifs of cultural heritage, including the reproduction 
of traditional clothing from different nationalities. If we examine this period, 
we can find photographs of models representing various cultures, including 
Tibetan, Mexican, Indian, and others, in recreated national costumes [1].  

Modern fashion photography often draws inspiration from a variety of 
cultural traditions, motifs, and symbols. They are incorporated into the 
design, styling, and overall visual presentation of the photoshoot. This 
approach creates a unique visual language that reflects the cultural heritage 
of a particular region, ethnic group, or community. 

 One example of such an approach is the use of traditional textile 
products and clothing in fashion photography. By showcasing these 
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elements in a contemporary context, fashion photographers can create a 
visual dialogue between the past and the present. This can help preserve 
traditional techniques and designs, as well as recognize their relevance and 
beauty in contemporary fashion. 

Another example is the incorporation of cultural motifs and symbols into 
fashion photography. E.g., traditional patterns, colours, and motifs from a 
particular culture can be used as decorative elements in a fashion 
photoshoot. This can help evoke associations with a certain culture in the 
viewer and create an aesthetic image that reflects its unique features and 
identity. However, it is important to maintain a balance between using cultural 
motifs and respecting their meaning and significance to the culture from 
which they originate. The important thing is to remember the cultural context 
in order to avoid compromising historical and cultural integrity. In addition, 
the use of cultural elements in fashion photography can become a separate 
issue if respect for the culture and traditions is not observed. 

For example, overuse of cultural elements in fashion photography can 
become a separate issue if respect for culture and traditions is not 
maintained. Misuse of elements from other cultures in fashion can lead to 
the creation of stereotypes and images that do not reflect actual cultural 
characteristics but instead contribute to their stereotyping and 
marginalization. Therefore, it is important to be careful and respect the 
cultural peculiarities and traditions of each country. And then they can 
become a tool not only for popularizing cultural heritage, but also for its 
preservation and transmission to future generations in the correct context. 
The interpretation of cultural heritage can be successful only when it conveys 
the spirit and energy of the original, rather than simply reproducing its form 
[2]. 

Also, it is important to consider different perspectives on the use of 
cultural motifs in fashion photography, particularly in the context of cultural 
appropriation. Cultural appropriation can be very harmful, especially when 
used for the purpose of enrichment or exploitation of another culture, without 
a full understanding of its history and significance. However, in fashion 
photography, the use of cultural motifs can be an important means of 
expressing identity and engaging with different cultures [3]. 

At the same time, it is important to consider the context in which cultural 
elements are used and to ensure respect for cultural heritage. For example, 
in fashion photography, traditional costumes or ornaments can be used, but 
at the same time, historical accuracy and respect for cultural values should 
be observed. 
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Therefore, cultural appropriation is an important issue to consider in 
fashion photography, but it does not mean that the use of cultural motifs is 
completely prohibited. Ensuring respect and understanding of cultural values 
can help preserve cultural heritage and promote cultural exchange, 
interaction, and the creation of modern stylish images [3]. 

In order to achieve success in this field, photographers require not only 
a creative approach to their work, but also a deep knowledge of the culture 
and history of the nation they plan to represent. It is important to consider the 
meaning of each detail that goes into the composition of the photo, as well 
as its historical context. It is essential to preserve the authenticity of cultural 
elements so that they do not lose their original meaning and significance. 

Some researchers [4] note that fashion photography can become one of 
the most significant tools not only for popularizing but also for preserving 
cultural heritage. Indeed using elements of traditional culture in fashion 
photography can help preserve and pass on cultural traditions to future 
generations. This is especially important in the modern world, where 
globalization and standardization can lead to the disappearance of unique 
cultural features. On the one hand, globalization and standardization can 
lead to the loss of unique cultural features, as Western standards of beauty 
and fashion change traditional aesthetic norms of beauty, fashion, and style, 
which can result in the loss of authenticity in photographs that reflect cultural 
heritage. On the other hand, globalization can create opportunities for 
fashion photographers to use cultural elements from different countries, 
which can create new, unique combinations and designer solutions. Overall, 
it is important to preserve the authenticity of cultural elements in fashion 
photography to maintain their original meaning and contribute to the 
preservation of cultural heritage [5]. 

Photography is a means of visual communication that can convey 
different ideas, emotions, atmosphere, and diverse information without using 
words. Photography is an important tool that allows capturing people's lives, 
events, and history. It is used in science and other fields. Photography 
freezes a moment and captures it in an image, allowing to preserve a certain 
moment in time forever. This makes photography an important tool for 
preserving history, culture, and memory of significant events. In some cases, 
photography can even recreate moments that a person may have missed 
upon first perception, allowing them to see details that may have been 
overlooked even upon careful observation in real-time. In other words, 
photography allows us to capture moments that would otherwise be lost in 
time and preserve them as evidence of the past. Additionally, photography 
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can be an important source of information for researching history and culture. 
However, it is important to remember that photography is not an objective 

representation of reality. It depends on the choice of framing, technique, 
lighting, and other factors that can affect the perception and interpretation of 
the photograph. Therefore, when using photography to convey information 
about culture, it is important to maintain accuracy and context in order to 
avoid distorting the history and cultural traditions. 

Technical progress, in turn, helps to make photography more accessible, 
higher in quality, and more convenient to use. For example, modern digital 
cameras allow for high-quality photographs with high resolution, increasing 
the possibilities for creating and editing images. In addition, digital 
photography allows for storing a larger number of photos on computers and 
other devices with increased data transfer speeds and for a longer period of 
time. Archiving and digitally storing photos allows us to preserve them from 
damage and wear, allowing us to preserve heritage and history for future 
generations. Additionally, the development of video communication 
technology allows people to be at great distances from each other and 
simultaneously share photos and other images in real-time. 

That's why it can be used to draw attention to cultural heritage and make 
it more accessible and understandable to a wider audience. Fashion 
photography can help recreate traditional clothing or accessories, add a 
modern element to them, depict cultural symbols and traditions in a new 
context, and present them as a fashionable and modern trend. This visual 
representation of data can increase interest in them among young people 
and other groups of the population, and promote the popularization of culture 
and the attraction of a new audience to its exploration and study, especially 
through the use of modern communication tools and social networks. 

Modern fashion photography can use cultural heritage to recreate new 
trends in culture and society. By integrating traditional clothing, jewelry, or 
other cultural elements into modern models and styling, it is possible to 
reflect current trends in society, such as the movement for minority and 
identity rights. Such photographs can aim to support diversity and showcase 
the diversity of people from different cultures, ethnic groups, orientations, 
and identities [6]. 

Photographers who work with models with specific physical 
characteristics, such as disabilities, short stature, or specific ethnic features, 
help not only to demonstrate cultural heritage, but also to showcase diversity 
and support the idea that everyone has the right to choose their own style 
and appearance, and should be accepted in society regardless of their 
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characteristics. Additionally, photographers can create images that reflect 
different ethnic groups living in the same place. This can help reduce 
stereotypes and show that each culture has its own unique features and 
beauty [5]. 

This can also involve creating photographs that reflect a contemporary 
perspective on traditional holidays, rituals, and customs. This can help 
preserve traditions and also demonstrate that culture is constantly changing 
and evolving. 

Fashion photography has always been at the intersection of art and 
fashion, but in recent years, it has become a tool for interpreting cultural 
heritage. Photographers explore the traditions and customs of their peoples 
to create new, unique images that reflect their own understanding. They use 
elements of traditional culture in a new context, reproducing them in a 
modern light and interpreting them with their own creative imagination. This 
transition from traditional expression of cultural heritage to modern 
interpretation can be seen in the works of many photographers, such as in 
the project "Traditions in a New Light" by Ukrainian photographer Yulia 
Horiana. In her project, she uses traditional Ukrainian clothing and 
incorporates it into a contemporary context, demonstrating how it can be 
used in the modern world. The photographs in Yulia Horiana's project not 
only preserve cultural heritage but also help it renew and thrive in the modern 
world. 

Another example of such interpretation is the "Cultural Heroes" project 
by Chinese photographer Yu Jia, which showcases Chinese culture and 
traditions in a modern light. In the photo project, Yu Jia uses traditional 
clothing worn by ancient Chinese people and adds modern elements, such 
as artificial flowers that did not belong in traditional attire. This project 
demonstrates how fashion photography can be a tool for preserving and 
promoting cultural heritage in the modern world [2]. 

Today, in the modern world, the use of cultural heritage motifs in fashion 
photography continues to be popular. However, unlike in the past, more 
attention is given to contextualizing and understanding the meaning of the 
symbols and elements used, as well as ensuring proper representation of 
the reflected culture. In particular, the practice of involving the cultural 
community itself in the creation of photographs has emerged, as was the 
case, for example, in the photoshoot with the famous candy trees in 
Singapore, where local representatives of ethnic groups were invited to the 
photoshoot and helped with decoration and selection of national costumes 
[7]. 
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This reflects a change in attitudes towards cultural heritage and its use 
in contemporary photography. There is now a greater emphasis on respect 
for cultural heritage and its proper representation, as well as on showcasing 
diversity and involving local communities in the process of creating 
photographs. This not only enriches cultural heritage but also helps to 
preserve and develop traditions and customs that are passed down from 
generation to generation. Such an approach also contributes to creating a 
more open and tolerant society where everyone can feel like a full participant 
in cultural life. 

 
3. CONCLUSIONS 
 
Summarizing all of the above, we can conclude that using fashion 

photography as a tool for preserving cultural heritage, cultural exchange, and 
promotion can be appropriate and beneficial. On one hand, this approach 
allows for the reproduction and interpretation of elements of traditional 
culture in a new light and promotes diversity awareness. On the other hand, 
using cultural symbols and elements may be met with resistance and outrage 
from representatives of the same culture. Despite this, more attention is 
being given to contextualization and proper representation of culture, as well 
as involving the cultural community itself in creating photographs. This allows 
for a more accurate and complete picture of traditions and cultural 
peculiarities and helps to avoid accusations of cultural appropriation. 
Therefore, modern fashion photography has great potential for promoting 
and preserving cultural heritage, as it can help to preserve traditions for 
future generations and show their development. The visual expression of 
cultural heritage in fashion photography expands the audience, attracts the 
attention of younger generations, and showcases the beauty and richness of 
culture. 
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