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Abstract. This paper examines the relevance of applying traditional patterns in interior design.
Based on the analysis of the use of patterns from Chinese decorative arts in modern interior
spaces, various approaches and techniques for integrating traditional patterns into interior design
are identified. The study explores the contemporary application of traditional patterns in furniture,
the design of major interior surfaces (floor, walls, ceiling), and lighting design.

Traditional cultural symbols play an important role in architectural interior design. They give
spaces a unique cultural aesthetic and enhance structural functionality. With the increasing
exchange and mutual learning among different civilizations and the need for creative
transformation and innovative development of traditional culture, effectively applying traditional
symbols has become essential. To address this, we must deeply explore the connotations and values
of traditional culture, combining them with modern design concepts to create indoor spaces with
unique charm. Simultaneously, we should focus on innovatively developing traditional culture,
presenting it in new forms through continuous exploration.
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Introduction

Rich in life’s essence and rooted in a strong societal foundation, traditional decorative
patterns encapsulate the Chinese aspiration for a better life and embody the nation's aesthetic
values and positive symbolism. As integral elements of architectural interior design, traditional
cultural symbols enhance the cultural aesthetic of a space while also improving its structural
functionality. Given the growing need for intercultural exchange and the innovative development
of traditional culture, effectively integrating these cultural symbols into modern design has become
a pressing issue [1]. This requires a deep exploration of traditional cultural connotations and their
integration with contemporary design concepts, aiming to create interior spaces that are both
charming and reflective of current times. Moreover, continuous innovation in presenting
traditional cultural symbols in new forms is necessary. As a vital component of Chinese cultural
heritage, traditional decorative patterns play a significant role in interior design. By studying and
integrating these patterns with modern design, we can create spaces that not only resonate with
contemporary life but also preserve and promote the rich traditional culture of the Chinese nation.

Purpose

The purpose of this study is to explore the application of traditional decorative patterns in
modern interior design and to assess their profound cultural and artistic significance. The study
also aims to investigate innovative approaches to incorporating these patterns into contemporary
interiors, analyzing design concepts and case studies that highlight the integration of traditional
and modern design elements.

Results and discussion

Over millennia, Chinese artisans have cultivated a rich tradition of arts and crafts, which
not only contributes to the cultural heritage of China but also enriches global industrial culture
(Fig. 1). Traditional Chinese patterns have found widespread application in modern interior design,
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bringing a strong historical and cultural presence to contemporary spaces. These patterns, with
their unique artistic appeal, enhance the aesthetic experience by infusing modern interiors with a
sense of history and cultural depth. When used as wall decorations — through murals, wallpapers,
or decals — traditional patterns create a distinctive Chinese cultural ambiance within the space. The
fusion of these patterns with modern design not only highlights a space's artistic personality and
cultural depth but also fosters a harmonious coexistence of tradition and modernity [2]. The
influence of traditional Chinese patterns on modern design is both profound and extensive,
enriching the design vocabulary and offering innovative modes of expression. This integration also
facilitates the cultural exchange between Eastern and Western design traditions.

In contemporary interior design, traditional patterns are widely incorporated. For example,
in furniture design and production, techniques such as carving and silk embroidery enhance the
artistic and personalized characteristics of the pieces. Incorporating traditional pattern elements
into lighting design can create unique light and shadow effects, adding warmth and comfort to
interior spaces. Modern interior design, often constrained by factors such as design trends and
evolving aesthetic preferences, benefits from the thoughtful application of decorative elements.
Designers who skillfully blend traditional patterns with modern elements create spaces that are not
only culturally rich but also warm, comfortable, and personalized. This blend of tradition and
modernity offers a fresh aesthetic experience [3].

Figure 1. "Traditional Ancient Buildings series'' in Ping Yao Ancient City
(photo by Feng Ge 2023-10-26)

In modern architectural interior design, the strategic use of symbolism can create a unique
cultural atmosphere, bridging traditional national culture with contemporary lifestyles [4]. This
approach not only strengthens cultural identity but also provides a unique visual and emotional
aesthetic experience. The careful application of traditional Chinese decorative patterns in modern
interior design showcases a blend of aesthetic and innovative spirit. By incorporating traditional
elements and techniques, designers create environments that balance cultural heritage with a
modern sensibility. For instance, in restaurant design (Fig 2), the use of traditional wood materials,
carving techniques, and ethnic patterns creates a warm and inviting dining atmosphere. Similarly,
in museum design, national style colors and patterns can highlight the historical and cultural value
of exhibits.

Throughout the interior design process, whether in the selection of soft or hard furnishings,
it is essential to integrate traditional cultural elements in a way that enhances the functionality of
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the space. This approach not only increases the aesthetic value of the interior but also turns each
space into a cultural artifact that preserves and showcases the essence of the nation. For interior
designers to produce high-quality designs, they must innovate continuously, paying close attention
to contemporary artistic trends while deeply understanding diverse traditional cultures. By
excavating and applying valuable design elements, designers can elevate the level of interior
design [5].

Figure 2. Pioneer design bar "hotel tea house series'' (2021-1-27)

Conclusions

In an era of globalization, where cultures increasingly intersect and influence one another,
the preservation and adaptation of national architecture and interior design have become critical
tasks. National architecture, as a carrier of a region's cultural and historical identity, holds vast
amounts of historical information and cultural significance. Integrating traditional elements into
the interior design of public spaces is not only a product of combining modern design with regional
characteristics but also a means of continuing and developing historical and cultural narratives. By
incorporating traditional patterns into modern interiors, designers can create spaces that are not
only aesthetically pleasing but also rich in cultural heritage, thus contributing to the broader goal
of cultural preservation and sustainable design development.
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